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Asian & Tribal Art:  
The Complete Guide to Properly Storing, Maintaining, and Protecting Items Associated 

with Asian and Tribal Art 

 

The historical and cultural significance of Asian and Tribal Artifacts cannot be overstated. From 

intricate wood carvings to beautiful textiles, these artifacts represent centuries of cultural 

traditions and artistic expression. However, without proper care and preservation, they can be 

lost to future generations forever. This guide aims to provide museum professionals, 

collectors, and enthusiasts with the knowledge and tools to preserve and protect these 

artifacts for generations to come. 

 

 

 

"Preserving the artifacts of our cultural heritage is not only a 

responsibility, but a privilege. By safeguarding these treasures, we ensure 

that future generations can continue to learn from and appreciate the 

rich history and cultural diversity of our world." - Unknown. 
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Chapter 1: Understanding the Significance of Asian and Tribal 

Art 

 
o Discusses the historical and cultural significance of Asian and Tribal Art 

o Explains the importance of preserving and protecting these artifacts 

o Covers environmental factors that can affect the longevity of these artifacts, such 

as humidity and temperature 

o Provides an overview of common materials used in Asian and Tribal Art 

 

Asian and Tribal Artifacts represent a rich cultural heritage that spans continents and centuries. 

From intricate carvings to vibrant textiles, these artifacts hold significant historical and cultural 

meaning beyond their artistic value. It is for this reason that the preservation and protection of 

these artifacts is of utmost importance. 

Historical and Cultural Significance of Asian and Tribal Artifacts Asian and Tribal Artifacts have 

played a vital role in cultural identity and heritage preservation. They reflect the traditions, 

beliefs, and values of the communities that created them, serving as a tangible link to the past. 

Specific types of artifacts hold particular historical and cultural significance, such as ceremonial 

masks used in traditional rituals or pottery used for everyday life. 

Importance of Preserving and Protecting Asian and Tribal Artifacts The preservation of Asian 

and Tribal Artifacts is essential to protect cultural heritage for future generations. These 

artifacts are a non-renewable resource, and once lost or damaged, they cannot be replaced. 

Inadequate preservation can result in irreversible damage, impacting not only the artifact but 

also the cultural identity it represents. 

Environmental Factors that Affect the Longevity of Asian and Tribal Artifacts Environmental 

factors, such as temperature, humidity, light exposure, and pollutants, can contribute to the 

deterioration of Asian and Tribal Artifacts over time. High humidity levels can cause mold 

growth and warping, while fluctuating temperatures can cause cracks and breaks. Light 

exposure can fade colors and cause the material to deteriorate, and pollutants can cause 

discoloration and corrosion. 

Common Materials Used in Asian and Tribal Artifacts Asian and Tribal Artifacts are made from 

a variety of materials, each with unique properties that require specific preservation 

techniques. Wood, stone, bone, metal, textiles, and ceramics are all common materials used in 

Asian and Tribal Artifacts. Understanding the properties of these materials is essential in 

determining the appropriate preservation techniques for each artifact. 
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In conclusion, Chapter 1 provides an overview of the significance of Asian and Tribal Artifacts, 

highlighting the cultural and historical importance of these artifacts. The chapter emphasizes 

the need for preservation and protection and introduces the environmental factors and 

common materials that impact the longevity of these artifacts. By understanding the 

significance of these artifacts, we can appreciate their value and work towards their 

preservation. 

 

Chapter 2: Creating a Suitable Storage Environment 

 
o Discusses the importance of creating a suitable storage environment for Asian 

and Tribal Art 

o Covers factors to consider when choosing a storage location, such as avoiding 

areas prone to flooding or earthquakes 

o Explains the need for temperature and humidity control 

o Covers lighting considerations, such as avoiding direct sunlight 

o Provides information on protective measures such as enclosures and packaging 

materials 

Creating a suitable storage environment is essential for preserving Asian and Tribal 

Artifacts. Proper storage conditions can help protect artifacts from environmental factors 

that can contribute to their deterioration over time. This chapter discusses the importance 

of creating a suitable storage environment for Asian and Tribal Artifacts and provides 

guidelines for choosing a storage location, controlling temperature and humidity, and 

avoiding damaging lighting conditions. 

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Storage Location When selecting a storage location 

for Asian and Tribal Artifacts, several factors must be considered. The storage area should 

be safe, secure, and free from environmental hazards, such as flooding or earthquakes. The 

location should also be free from dust and pollutants, as they can cause discoloration and 

corrosion over time. 

Temperature and Humidity Control Proper temperature and humidity control are critical for 

preserving Asian and Tribal Artifacts. High humidity levels can lead to mold growth and 

warping, while low humidity levels can cause the material to become brittle and prone to 

cracking. The recommended temperature for storage is between 60-70°F, with humidity 

levels between 45-55%. Monitoring equipment, such as a hygrometer and thermometer, 

can be used to maintain appropriate temperature and humidity levels. 

Lighting Considerations Light exposure can cause discoloration and deterioration of Asian 

and Tribal Artifacts. Therefore, it is important to avoid direct sunlight and fluorescent 

lighting, as they emit UV radiation that can cause irreversible damage. Instead, 
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incandescent lighting is recommended as it provides a warm and gentle light that does not 

emit UV radiation. 

Protective Measures Protective measures, such as enclosures and packaging materials, can 

help prevent damage to Asian and Tribal Artifacts. Enclosures, such as display cases, 

provide physical protection from dust, pollutants, and potential hazards. Packaging 

materials, such as acid-free tissue paper and bubble wrap, can protect artifacts during 

transport and storage. 

In conclusion, creating a suitable storage environment is essential for preserving Asian and 

Tribal Artifacts. This chapter highlights the factors to consider when selecting a storage 

location, controlling temperature and humidity, and avoiding damaging lighting 

conditions. Protective measures, such as enclosures and packaging materials, can also help 

prevent damage to artifacts. By implementing these guidelines, we can ensure the 

longevity and preservation of Asian and Tribal Artifacts. 

 

Chapter 3: Proper Handling Techniques 

 
o Discusses the importance of proper handling techniques for fragile Asian and 

Tribal Artifacts 

o Covers the use of protective gear, such as gloves and masks 

o Explains how to transport and pack these artifacts safely 

o Provides special care instructions for handling textiles and other fragile items 

 

Proper handling techniques are crucial for preserving fragile Asian and Tribal Artifacts. 

Mishandling these artifacts can cause irreparable damage, affecting not only the artifact but 

also the cultural heritage it represents. This chapter discusses the importance of proper 

handling techniques for Asian and Tribal Artifacts and provides guidelines for protective gear, 

transportation, and special care instructions for textiles and fragile items. 

Protective Gear Protective gear, such as gloves and masks, are essential for handling Asian and 

Tribal Artifacts. Gloves protect artifacts from oils and sweat on the skin, which can cause 

damage to fragile materials. Masks can protect both the handler and the artifact from dust 

and pollutants in the air. 

Transportation Transporting Asian and Tribal Artifacts can be challenging, and special care 

must be taken to avoid damage. When transporting artifacts, they should be placed in a 

padded and secure container. Fragile artifacts should be wrapped in protective materials, such 

as acid-free tissue paper and bubble wrap. Artifacts should be transported in climate-
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controlled vehicles, and the container should be secured to prevent movement during 

transport. 

Special Care Instructions for Textiles and Fragile Items Textiles and fragile items, such as 

glassware and pottery, require special care instructions for handling. Textiles should be 

handled with care to avoid stretching or distorting the fabric. Fragile items should be handled 

with caution to avoid breaking or chipping. When transporting textiles or fragile items, they 

should be placed in a secure container and wrapped in protective materials. 

In conclusion, proper handling techniques are essential for preserving Asian and Tribal 

Artifacts. This chapter highlights the importance of protective gear, transportation, and special 

care instructions for textiles and fragile items. By following these guidelines, we can ensure 

that these valuable artifacts are protected and preserved for future generations. 

 

Chapter 4: Cleaning and Maintenance 

 
o Discusses the importance of cleaning and maintaining Asian and Tribal Artifacts 

o Covers cleaning materials, such as brushes and solvents 

o Explains how to clean different types of artifacts, such as wood carvings and 

metal artifacts 

o Provides information on repairing and restoring damaged artifacts 

o Covers how to deal with mold and insect infestations 

 

 

Regular cleaning and maintenance are essential for preserving Asian and Tribal Artifacts. Dirt, 

dust, and pollutants can cause discoloration and corrosion, while mold and insect infestations 

can cause irreversible damage. This chapter discusses the importance of cleaning and 

maintaining Asian and Tribal Artifacts and provides guidelines for cleaning materials, repairing 

and restoring damaged artifacts, and dealing with mold and insect infestations. 

Cleaning Materials Cleaning materials, such as brushes and solvents, must be carefully selected 

to avoid damaging fragile artifacts. Soft-bristled brushes can be used to remove dirt and dust 

from artifacts, while solvents, such as alcohol or acetone, can be used to remove stains or 

adhesives. However, care must be taken when using solvents to ensure that they do not 

damage the artifact's surface. 

Repairing and Restoring Damaged Artifacts Over time, Asian and Tribal Artifacts may become 

damaged or deteriorate. It is essential to repair and restore damaged artifacts to prevent 

further deterioration. Professional conservators should be consulted for major repairs or 



 

 

9 

 

restoration work. Minor repairs, such as replacing missing or damaged components, can be 

carried out using appropriate materials and techniques. 

Mold and Insect Infestations Mold and insect infestations can cause significant damage to 

Asian and Tribal Artifacts. If mold or insect infestations are detected, the artifact should be 

isolated immediately, and a conservator should be contacted. Preventive measures, such as 

proper storage and regular cleaning, can help avoid mold and insect infestations. 

In conclusion, regular cleaning and maintenance are essential for preserving Asian and Tribal 

Artifacts. This chapter highlights the importance of selecting appropriate cleaning materials, 

repairing and restoring damaged artifacts, and dealing with mold and insect infestations. By 

following these guidelines, we can ensure that these valuable artifacts are protected and 

preserved for future generations. 

 

Chapter 5: Specific Care for Different Types of Artifacts 

 
o Provides specific care instructions for different types of Asian and Tribal Artifacts, 

such as wood carvings, stone sculptures, pottery and ceramics, textiles and 

garments, metal artifacts, and ivory and bone carvings 

o Covers how to store, handle, and clean each type of artifact 

 

Asian and Tribal Artifacts are made from a variety of materials, each with unique properties 

that require specific preservation techniques. This chapter provides specific care instructions 

for different types of Asian and Tribal Artifacts, such as wood carvings, stone sculptures, 

pottery and ceramics, textiles and garments, metal artifacts, and ivory and bone carvings. The 

chapter covers how to store, handle, and clean each type of artifact. 

Wood Carvings Wood carvings are susceptible to cracking, warping, and insect infestations. To 

preserve wood carvings, they should be stored in a climate-controlled environment with stable 

humidity levels. When handling wood carvings, gloves should be worn to prevent damage 

from oils and sweat on the skin. Wood carvings should be cleaned using a soft-bristled brush 

and a dry cloth. 

Stone Sculptures Stone sculptures are susceptible to cracking and erosion. To preserve stone 

sculptures, they should be stored in a climate-controlled environment with stable humidity 

levels. When handling stone sculptures, gloves should be worn to prevent damage from oils 

and sweat on the skin. Stone sculptures should be cleaned using a soft-bristled brush and a 

dry cloth. 
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Pottery and Ceramics Pottery and ceramics are susceptible to cracking and chipping. To 

preserve pottery and ceramics, they should be stored in a climate-controlled environment with 

stable humidity levels. When handling pottery and ceramics, gloves should be worn to prevent 

damage from oils and sweat on the skin. Pottery and ceramics should be cleaned using a soft-

bristled brush and a damp cloth. 

Textiles and Garments Textiles and garments are susceptible to fading, staining, and tearing. 

To preserve textiles and garments, they should be stored in a climate-controlled environment 

with stable humidity levels. When handling textiles and garments, gloves should be worn to 

prevent damage from oils and sweat on the skin. Textiles and garments should be cleaned 

using gentle detergent and cold water, and they should be air-dried. 

Metal Artifacts Metal artifacts are susceptible to corrosion and tarnishing. To preserve metal 

artifacts, they should be stored in a climate-controlled environment with stable humidity 

levels. When handling metal artifacts, gloves should be worn to prevent damage from oils and 

sweat on the skin. Metal artifacts should be cleaned using a soft-bristled brush and a dry cloth, 

and they should be stored in airtight containers to prevent exposure to air. 

Ivory and Bone Carvings Ivory and bone carvings are susceptible to cracking, discoloration, 

and insect infestations. To preserve ivory and bone carvings, they should be stored in a 

climate-controlled environment with stable humidity levels. When handling ivory and bone 

carvings, gloves should be worn to prevent damage from oils and sweat on the skin. Ivory and 

bone carvings should be cleaned using a soft-bristled brush and a damp cloth. 

In conclusion, this chapter provides specific care instructions for different types of Asian and 

Tribal Artifacts. By following these guidelines, we can ensure that these valuable artifacts are 

protected and preserved for future generations. 

 

Chapter 6: Protecting Against Theft and Damage 

 
o Discusses the need for security measures to protect Asian and Tribal Artifacts 

from theft and damage 

o Covers the importance of insurance considerations 

o Provides information on emergency preparedness, such as having a disaster 

response plan in place 

 

Asian and Tribal Artifacts are valuable, both culturally and monetarily, and are therefore at risk 

of theft and damage. This chapter discusses the need for security measures to protect Asian 
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and Tribal Artifacts from theft and damage, insurance considerations, and emergency 

preparedness. 

Security Measures Security measures should be in place to protect Asian and Tribal Artifacts 

from theft and damage. Access to the storage area should be limited to authorized personnel 

only, and the area should be monitored by security cameras and alarms. Artifacts should be 

stored in secure enclosures, such as locked display cases, and security tags can be used to 

track and identify artifacts. 

Insurance Considerations Insurance coverage is essential for protecting against theft, loss, or 

damage to Asian and Tribal Artifacts. Insurance policies should cover the full value of the 

artifact, and a professional appraisal may be required to determine the artifact's worth. It is 

also important to review and update insurance coverage regularly to ensure that it is current 

and adequate. 

Emergency Preparedness Having an emergency preparedness plan in place is crucial for 

protecting Asian and Tribal Artifacts in the event of a disaster. Emergency preparedness plans 

should include procedures for evacuation, handling, and storage of artifacts in case of a fire, 

flood, or natural disaster. A disaster response team should be identified and trained to 

respond quickly and efficiently in case of an emergency. 

In conclusion, this chapter highlights the need for security measures, insurance considerations, 

and emergency preparedness to protect Asian and Tribal Artifacts from theft and damage. By 

implementing these guidelines, we can ensure the longevity and preservation of these 

valuable artifacts for future generations. 

 

Chapter 7: Ethics and Cultural Sensitivity 

 
o Discusses the importance of respecting the origin and meaning of Asian and 

Tribal Artifacts 

o Covers repatriation considerations and how to handle requests for the return 

of artifacts to their country of origin 

o Provides information on appropriate display and interpretation, such as 

ensuring that artifacts are displayed in a culturally sensitive manner 

 

Asian and Tribal Artifacts hold significant cultural and historical value and should be treated 

with respect and sensitivity. This chapter discusses the importance of respecting the origin and 
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meaning of Asian and Tribal Artifacts, repatriation considerations, and appropriate display and 

interpretation. 

Respect for Origin and Meaning Asian and Tribal Artifacts are more than just physical objects; 

they hold cultural and historical significance for their communities of origin. Therefore, it is 

essential to respect the origin and meaning of these artifacts. It is important to research and 

understand the cultural and historical context of the artifact and to acknowledge and respect 

the significance of the artifact to its community of origin. 

Repatriation Considerations Repatriation is the process of returning artifacts to their country of 

origin. Repatriation considerations should be made when dealing with Asian and Tribal 

Artifacts that were obtained without consent or through illegal means. Repatriation should be 

carried out in consultation with the communities of origin and in accordance with international 

law and ethical standards. 

Appropriate Display and Interpretation Asian and Tribal Artifacts should be displayed and 

interpreted in a culturally sensitive manner. Display should take into account the cultural 

context of the artifact, and the interpretation should be carried out in consultation with the 

communities of origin. Interpretation should be respectful and accurate, and it should 

acknowledge the cultural and historical significance of the artifact to its community of origin. 

In conclusion, this chapter highlights the importance of respecting the origin and meaning of 

Asian and Tribal Artifacts, repatriation considerations, and appropriate display and 

interpretation. By treating these artifacts with respect and sensitivity, we can honor their 

cultural and historical significance and preserve them for future generations. 

 

 

Conclusion: Preserving Asian and Tribal Artifacts requires a holistic approach that 

considers environmental, ethical, and cultural factors. By following the guidelines 

outlined in this guide, we can ensure that these valuable artifacts are protected and 

preserved for future generations. Remember, preservation is a shared responsibility that 

requires collaboration, dedication, and care. 

 

"Preserving the artifacts of our cultural heritage is not only a responsibility, but a 

privilege. By safeguarding these treasures, we ensure that future generations can 

continue to learn from and appreciate the rich history and cultural diversity of our 

world." - Unknown. 
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The content of this document is intended for informational purposes only and should not be considered 

professional advice. The authors and publishers of this document make no representation or warranty, 

expressed or implied, as to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in this guide. 

The authors and publishers shall not be liable for any damages, including but not limited to direct, 

indirect, special, or consequential damages arising out of or in connection with the use or reliance on 

the information contained in this document. It is the responsibility of the reader to seek professional 

advice and to exercise caution and discretion in the use of any information contained in this document. 

The authors and publishers of this document disclaim any responsibility for any harm or damage that 

may result from the use or reliance on the information contained in this guide.  


